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OHIO'S JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
IS TOUGHEST IN THE MIDWEST

DAYTON, Ohio -- Ohio's juvenile justice system is the
toughest in the Midwest and perhaps the entire nation, but that
get-tough approach only leads many juveniles to a life of crime
upon their release, according to a study by a University of
Dayton criminal justice professor.
Alternative treatment, on the other hand, can reduce crime
and save the state up to $50 million a year, says Rom Haghighi.
"The juvenile justice system in Ohio is the toughest
compared to other Midwestern states in terms of the number of
kids processed through the system, the number incarcerated 1n
detention centers, and the level of treatment provided for them,"
he says.
"We spend more money 1n Ohio on the juvenile justice system
than any other state, but the results are not close to what other
states are experiencing."
In 1987, for example, Ohio chose to process 441 juveniles
through the system for every 100,000 citizens--more than twice
the rate of any other Midwestern state.
"Today, there are nearly as many kids incarcerated in Ohio
as 1n Illinois and Michigan combined," says Haghighi.

"The

overcrowding condition is so overwhelming that some juveniles
·sleep on the floor.

Consequently, the concern for children and

the idea of rehabilitation and reform is overshadowed by concern
for security and the safety of detainees.
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"It 1s no surprise that many of them will return to a life
of cr1me upon their release--jamming adult correctional
institutions."
Taxpayers also are penalized for mismanaged and overcrowded
detention facilities, says Haghighi.

In 1989, Ohio spent nearly

$92 million on juvenile corrections--fourth in the nation behind

California, Florida and New York and some $31 million more than
Michigan, the next most extravagant spender in the Midwest .
In a related study of alternative, group home treatment 1n
Montgomery County, Ohio, Haghighi found higher rates of
successful treatment for juveniles referred to the group home
after their first, second or third offense than for those
referred after their fourth, fifth or sixth.

In addition, the

success rate of residential treatment programs for juveniles
referred from probation is 64.6 percent, while the success rate
for those referred from detention is 39.5 percent.
"In other words, detention centers form some kind of
delinquent behavior that stays with an individual for a longer
time," says Haghighi.

"I think there is a solution.

If we

change our approach to crime and justice and gear it toward
reform and rehabilitation treatment, we definitely can make a
dent in the size of the problem.
"We have been relying on retribution, deterrence and
incarceration to reduce crime, and we call this reform and
rehabilitation, which in fact we don't have.

As a result, we

have high rates of recidivism and high expense in maintaining law
and order."
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For media interviews, call Rom Haghighi at (513) 229-2547 or
(614) 777-0893.

